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Kindling one light 
illuminates one hundred 



Israel at 60!
While our eighth graders celebrated IsraelÕs 60th birthday in Jerusalem, 
the rest of WFHAÕs students and staff marked the milestone with dance, 
song and festivities right here on campus.
ÒFor a few hours I felt like I was in Israel, itÕs just great,Ó declared 
Morah Iris about the daylong birthday party.
Yom Haatzmaut began with Aviv Mecholot, a youth dance troupe 
from Tel Aviv, delighting the students with a lively performance that 
culminated with the entire school dancing to Israeli music. ÒThis is 
the coolest thing IÕve ever been to,Ó said third-grader Naomi Messer, 
as she twirled around the gym with several of her classmates. 

After a delicious falafel lunch, students visited the kindergarten Shuk, inspired by the outdoor 
marketplace in Jerusalem. WFHAÕs youngest students hawked their wares, which included 
handmade bookmarks, bracelets and paper ß owers, as well as favorite Israeli treats. The day 
was capped with a performance by the WFHA dance troupes and singing of Israeli songs. And 
whatÕs a birthday party without a cake? Waving their Israeli ß ags, the children gathered for a 
boisterous Hebrew rendition of ÒHappy BirthdayÓ before digging into delicious blue and white 
cupcakes. Happy 60th Birthday, Israel! 

Students Making 
a Difference
When eighth-grader Hannah Brody walked into WFHAÕs Purim Carnival in March, she looked 
around at all the happy faces and said, ÒWow, we can really make a difference.Ó
Hannah, WFHAÕs student government president, was referring to the many hours the group 
put into planning the school-wide Purim carnival. 
Making a difference is exactly what the ß edgling 13-member student government has done 
this year, as they worked diligently on behalf of their fellow student body.  
Just a few of the groupÕs long list of accomplishments include starting a Middle School 
breakfast program, designing the new Middle School student lounge, organizing monthly 
school-wide spirit days and chesed projects, and spearheading the Purim Carnival.
ÒItÕs fun to be part of something that makes you feel good about your school,Ó said 
seventh-grader and vice president Aliya Boyer.
Along the way, the group has realized important lessons about leadership, cooperation 
and democracy. ÒI have learned so many leadership skills and how to approach a project,Ó 
Hannah said. ÒThese are skills I will need in high school and beyond, even for talking to my 
parents about teen issues.Ó 
Made up of representatives from each of the middle school grades, the student government, 
which includes fi ve offi cers, meets weekly.
ÒStudies show that students who care about their surroundings, and who strive to improve 
their environment, are most successful later in life,Ó said Head of School, Nora Anderson. 
ÒThrough their effective leadership skills, the student government has successfully 
implemented exciting, student-led initiatives.Ó
There is a tremendous feeling of pride once a project is complete or an idea comes to fruition, 
said eighth-grader and secretary Melissa Magaliff. ÒThe morning when I walked into our student 
lounge after it was fi nished, I stood for three minutes looking at it and felt a rush of glory.Ó

 

New Face 
on Campus

Welcome Dr. Tali Aldou-
by-Schuck, WFHAÕs Di-
rector of Judaic Curric-
ulum and Professional 
Development. Tali, who 
recently completed her 
doctorate in Education 
and Jewish Studies at 
New York University, 

will be supporting and guiding WFHAÕs Jewish Studies 
teachers in teaching and refi ning the curriculum. 
Before joining WFHAÕs faculty, Tali was a consultant 
for the Avi Chai Jewish Day School Standards and 
Benchmarks Pilot Project at the Melton Research 
Center for Jewish Education of the Jewish Theologi-
cal Seminary. She also provided classroom supervision 
and mentoring for students pursing MasterÕs Degrees 
in Jewish Education at the Jewish Theological Semi-
naryÕs Davidson Graduate School of Jewish Studies 
at NYU. She began her career teaching at Abraham 
Joshua Heschel School in Manhattan. Tali resides in 
Pelham, N.Y. with her husband, Rabbi David Schuck,  
and their two sons. 
We welcome Dr. Aldouby-Schuck to our school and we 
look forward to her work in our school. BÕHatzlachah-
Good Luck!



David Messer, President
With graduation season upon us, WFHA prepares to 
usher our eighth graders on to the next stage of their 
young lives. As a school community entering our sec-
ond decade, we, too, have a chance to celebrate our 
hard work and accomplishments. Like our young gradu-
ates, there is much to be proud of as we reß ect on our 
past and look towards our future. Here is a sampling:
¥ This year we had almost two applications for every 

seat in our incoming kindergarten class.  We expect 
campus enrollment to exceed 230 students next 
year, thatÕs up from 85 children four years ago.

¥ More than half of our 4th through 8th graders quali-
fi ed for the Johns Hopkins National Talent Search. 
And all of our eighth graders who took the New York 
State Hebrew Regents Exam scored so high that they 
fulfi lled their high school language requirement. 

¥ A source of particular pride to our school is the growth 
of our PALS program for students with special learning 
needs. Prior to PALS, there were no Jewish day schools 
in the immediate region offering the necessary level of 
support for children with learning issues. 

¥ Adding to our robust roster of enrichment and 
extracurricular activities is our ß ourishing sports 
program that includes soccer, basketball, cross 
country and tennis teams.

As we celebrate 10 years together we ÒgraduateÓ to 
the next decade with new knowledge, exciting dreams 
and the pride that comes with knowing that we are 
preparing the Jewish leaders of tomorrow.

Celebrating 
10 Years Together
More than 400 WFHA supporters gathered for a festive evening of dinner and dancing, as 
the school community celebrated 10 years together at its annual Erev Tov fundraiser.
WFHA honored six of its long-time teachers Ñ  Susan Jackson, Lea Kaner, Leslie Millman, 
Rivka Shargel, Sandy Shmuely and Carol Sober Ñ  who have been with the school since 
its earliest days.
ÒThrough two moves, through the growing pains of three different administrations, 
through teaching in times of uncertainty, these six dedicated professionals deserve not 
only our recognition, but our gratitude,Ó said Head of School Nora Anderson.
ÒItÕs remarkable to see how far weÕve come and how much weÕve grown as a school, as 
a community, as a family,Ó said kindergarten teacher Susan Jackson, who accepted the 
award on behalf of all the honorees. 
The school also presented its Leadership Award to H.E. Motoatsu Sakurai, Ambassador 
and Consul General of Japan in New York. Ambassador Sakurai was pivotal in helping 
establish the working relationship WFHA enjoys with the Greenwich Japanese School, 
which shares WFHAÕs 17-acre campus.

Supporting 
New Teachers 
for Success
Being a new teacher can be an exciting time for young professionals, but can also bring 
unique challenges. At WFHA, teachers in the very early stages of their career are not only 
given plenty of opportunity for professional development and support, but they are also 
given their very own mentor. 
Meet Amy Ament, who is trained through The Jewish New Teacher Project, a program of 
The New Teacher Center at the University of California - Santa Cruz. Ament works closely 
with three of WFHAÕs staff, who are in their fi rst or second year of teaching. 
The mentoring program supports teachers working in Jewish day schools and helps novices 
emerge as confi dent, skilled professionals. 
ÒWhat I try to do is create a safe environment where teachers can celebrate their 
successes, raise challenges and questions and discuss ideas about how to address them.  
It is a time during the week for teachers to reß ect on their practice, and set goals for 
future growth,Ó Ament said. 
She meets with each teacher weekly, and also spends time visiting the teacherÕs 
classroom. Together, they discuss lesson planning, student assessment, parent 
communication, classroom environment and differentiated instruction. 
ÒThe New Teacher Program, and specifi cally Amy, helps to empower teachers,Ó said 
fi rst-grade teacher Penny Goffman. ÒAmy provides an open forum where all questions 
and ideas are free to ß ow without judgment. She helps me see my students and the 
curriculum from all different angles. She is my biggest cheerleader!Ó

WFHA 
Welcomes 
Special 
Visitors
WFHA held its fi rst annual GrandparentÕs and Special 
PersonÕs Day on May 12. More than 200 special guests 
spent the morning with our students, interacting in the 
classrooms and touring the campus. The children loved 
introducing their special visitors to their teachers, 
friends and vibrant classrooms.



With great pride, the WFHA community 
congratulates our 8th grade students on 
their graduation and acceptance to the 
following Jewish day high schools:

Westchester Hebrew High School
Solomon Schechter School of Westchester
SAR Academy
Ramaz Upper School
American Hebrew Academy

Mazal Tov to our young artists who were 
recognized for their creativity by the 
UJA Federation of Greenwich Israel@60 Art 
Contest:

4th-grader Meira Gilbert won First Place in 
the 9-11 age category. Tovia Marinstein and 
Darcy Stack, also 4th graders, tied for Third 
Place in the same age category. Their winning 
artwork entitled, I and Israel was inspired by 
Marc ChagallÕs famous surreal painting, I and 
the Village. Honorable mention went to 3rd-
grader Eden Gilbert, 2nd-grader Sarah S. and 
6th-grader Zach S. 

Kol HaKavod to the WFHA Hawks Cross 
Country team, which had an outstanding 
Þ rst season. 

Several of our runners placed in the top 50 in 
their age category, making them eligible to win 
trophies at the championship. During the sea-
son, 6th-grader Ethan Saal was ranked #1 in the 
county. 

ÒAll our students Þ nish the meets no matter 
what,Ó said Moreh Dotan, who is the teamÕs 
coach. ÒThey never give up Ñ like real athletes. 
And, most important, they always support each 
other and show beautiful team spirit, which is 
one of the main values that I try to teach them. 
Most of the time the ones that Þ nish the meets 
Þ rst will run back to encourage the others, no 
matter how tired they are!Ó

Taking to the courts this spring was WFHAÕs 
new Hawks Tennis Team, which spent most 
of the season developing skills and court 
awareness under the guidance of Coach Jeff 
Donn. 

While they only had the opportunity to com-
pete in three matches this year, our ß edgling 
tennis team is setting the groundwork for an 
exciting season next year.  

Good Work!

Our Þ rst grade hosted their fi rst Publishing 
Party, exhibiting and reading excerpts from 
the animal chapter books they wrote and il-
lustrated. Family and friends delighted in the 
young authorsÕ creativity.
Our second grade received their Chumashim 
in a beautiful Chumash Ceremony. Students 
shared with proud parents, extended family 
and staff, their Parashat HaShavua learning, 
beautiful songs and dancing.
Our third grade presented their Bresheet Cer-
emony, celebrating Ohel Avraham vÕSarah. They 
sang songs, danced and shared the story of 
Avraham and Sarah in both Hebrew and English, 
quoting pÕsukim which explained AvrahamÕs 
journey into the land of CÕnaan. 
Our fourth grade shared their original creation 
stories with the lower grades. They used the 
theme of creation to write stories, to learn the 
technique and art of storytelling, as well as to 
practice their public speaking skills. 
Our Þ fth grade presented their Greek Sympo-
sium to parents and teachers. They wrote fan-
tastic skits, showcasing how much they have 
learned about ancient Greece. After the sym-
posium and Greek feast, the students unveiled 
a model of the First Temple. Each child shared 
their experience in building the Beit HaMik-
dash, which was true to scale using the guide-
lines found in Bamidbar. 

Nora Anderson, 
Head of School
WFHA is committed to developing a successful 
community of learners that includes our 
teachers, students and parents. We empower 
each of these groups to take responsibility for 
their own achievements. This, in turn, ensures 
the greater success of WFHA.

Through mentoring, professional development 
and input into curriculum design, WFHA 
teachers are given the support, the tools, and 
an important voice in educational planning. As a 
result, our staff become stakeholders in WFHAÕs 
accomplishments, and vested in the achievement 
of each and every one of our students. 

Our students are also given numerous 
opportunities to take responsibility for their 
own educational and social progress. A 
variety of activities have been implemented 
at the school which involves students in 
decision making, motivates them to think 
for themselves, and fosters trust, creativity, 
leadership and hunger for new challenges. 
These activities include Middle School Student 
Government, school newspaper, E2K Science and 
Math Team, Chidon HaTanakh (Bible Competition 
Team), Math Olympiad and sports teams.

Our third partners Ñ  our parents Ñ  are 
enthusiastically encouraged to get involved 
in the education of their children, as well 
as to expand their own knowledge. Through 
constant dialogue with teachers, vast 
volunteering opportunities, and meaningful 
adult learning sessions, our parents become 
essential in WFHAÕs achievements. 

I am proud to lead an educational institution 
that takes the best practices in education and 
makes them a reality. I am blessed to have the 
trust and support of the Board of Trustees, staff, 
parents, teachers and students. Together, we are 
building a WFHA of which we are all proud.

Remembering 
IsraelÕs Fallen
WFHA commemorated Yom HaZikaron with a mov-
ing memorial service led by our Israeli emissaries, 
Itay and Sapir. Our students and staff gathered 
with visiting Israeli soldiers to remember all those 
who have died to create and sustain the state of 
Israel. We lit Yarzheit candles, students performed 
music to honor those 
who lost their lives 
and read stories about 
three fallen soldiers. 
We also listened to 
the siren that sounds 
throughout Israel dur-
ing this solemn and 
important day.   
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